Parliament is a Big Mess and Needs a Radical Overhaul, which can only be Achieved by a Written Constitution
The expenses scandal has demonstrated how far Parliament has gone off the rails.  We have a two-chamber system, with the Upper House composed of hereditary peers and members appointed for life and the Lower House dominated by the governing executive, drawn from the majority party, elected on a minority of votes cast at an election.  Voters have lost interest. The whipping system is too strong, MPs are cowed by their parties, party leaders have outrageous powers of patronage and there is insufficient scope for Parliament to hold government to account.  Furthermore, the governing party holds all the cards in Parliament, making the rules, having a majority of members on the main committees and retaining the power to decide when the next election will be.

Yes…
Only a new constitution, drawn up, not exclusively by MPs, but by a constitutional convention of the people, can cut out the rot and develop a modern workable constitution, which will balance Parliament and the government in a sensible way.  As a minimum, we need a good new proportional voting system, a fully elected Upper House, proper scrutiny of the acts of government by Parliament and a guarantee of our basic civil liberties.
No… (to some of it..)

Yes, the expenses scandal has been terrible, but it has been a bit exaggerated - our MPs have been paid too little for too long, so a culture developed which encouraged MPs to make up their salaries from allowances with too little supervision.  But we shouldn’t throw out the baby with the bathwater.  Broadly, our flexible unwritten constitution has served us well, enabling Parliament both to pass laws efficiently and to hold government to account.  The Committee system by and large works efficiently and Question Time really shows up the differences between government and opposition in a graphic and democratic way.  And while the voting system may be unfair, at least it produces strong governments and lets us chuck bad ones out at elections.
