
SUPPORT  
THE LIBERAL PARTY’S  
150TH ANNIVERSARY  
PLAQUE APPEAL

On 6 June 1859, at Willis’s Rooms in King Street, St James, London, 
three groups of MPs – Radicals, Whigs and Peelites – met to 
formalise their parliamentary coalition to oust the Conservative 
government of Lord Derby and bring in a new administration under Lord Palmerston. Thus was born the 
first Liberal government, and the meeting in Willis’s Rooms marks the foundation of the Liberal Party. 

To mark this 150th anniversary of the formation of the Liberal Party, and to commemorate the Willis’ 
Rooms meeting permanently, the Liberal Democrat History Group is arranging to erect a Westminster 
Council ‘heritage plaque’ on the current-day site, Almack House in King Street. 

The cost will be approximately £1,000, so we are launching an appeal to meet the cost of this project – 
which has the backing of party leader Nick Clegg.

The founding of the Liberal Party in 1859 was a landmark event in British political history, and 
I give my whole-hearted support to the campaign to put up a plaque at Almack House on the 
150th anniversary of such a momentous occasion.

Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP 

If you would like to support this plaque appeal, please send your contribution to: 
Willis’ Rooms Plaque Appeal, c/o Liberal Democrat History Group, 234d Lewisham Way, London SE4 1XL. 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Liberal Democrat History Group’. Please also fill in your details below:

Name ...............................................................................................................................................

Address...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Email ...............................................................................................................................................

Amount donated ........................................................................................................................

All those who donate money will be informed about the unveling of the plaque, and their 
names (though not the amounts donated) will be published in the Journal of Liberal History. 
Please let us know if you would prefer to remain anonymous. 

Any monies not used will be regarded as a donation to the Group and will be set aside for 
other liberal history projects. We will assume you are content with that arrangement unless you 
indicate otherwise.
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Willis’s Rooms in St James – the site of the 
foundation of the Liberal Party 150 years ago.


